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Manuscript Categories  
and Requirements
The following types of manuscript will be considered for publication:

Feature Article/
Opinion Piece

Article: 	 450-600 words

Figures/Tables: 	 1

References: 	 5 or less

Original Article Outline: 	 200-300 words

Article: 	� 3000 words including 
Introduction, Methods, 
Results & Discussion

Figures/Tables: 	 3-4

References: 	 25 or less

Clinical  
Guidelines/Review

Outline: 	 200-300 words

Article: 	 2000-4000 words

Figures/Tables: 	 3-4

References: 	 25 or less

Clinical Case  
Study/Case Series

Outline: 	 200-300 words

Article: 	� 1500 words including 
Introduction, Main Text 
& Conclusion

Figures/Tables: 	 3-4

References: 	 25 or less

Industry Updates Article: 	 400-550 words

Figures/Tables: 	 1

References: 	 5 or less

Trade/Guest  
Articles

Outline: 	 200-300 words

Article:	 1500-2000 words

Figures/Tables: 	 3-4

References: 	 25 or less

Correspondence 
Letters

Article: 	� 500 words  
(outline not required)

Figures/Tables: 	 1

References: 	 5 or less

Submission Method
Once you have prepared your submission in accordance with 
the guidelines below, the manuscript should be submitted to 
ArticlesAACDjournal@researchreview.com.au.

www.ascd.org.au/ 
medical_journal

Aims and Scope
This is the official journal 
of the Australasian 
Society of Cosmetic 
Dermatologists. The 
journal publishes original 
articles, opinion pieces, 
case studies, and case 
series related to all 
aspects of cosmetic 
dermatology, including 
diagnosis and current, 
emerging and future 
clinical practices. 
The journal also includes 
an industry perspective in 
the form of guest articles 
and segments from 
dermatology companies.
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 Formatting Guidelines
Title page The manuscript should contain a title page, an outline, and keywords. The title page must 

have a title that reflects the summary of the article. It must also contain the name of the 
authors, their contact details, and affiliations. Up to 5 keywords should be provided.

Text formatting The font should be easily readable and 12 points in size. Times New Roman is an 
acceptable font. Authors are encouraged to use no more than 3 levels of headings.

Outline The outline should be approximately 200-300 words and should not contain subheadings. 
Abbreviations and references to figures, tables or published papers should not be included 
in the summary.

Tables, Figures 
& Illustrations

Colour illustrations are encouraged, and will not attract a cost to authors. Digital 
photographs and artwork can be supplies in the following formats: EPS/TIFF/JPEG. 
Photographic images should be saved as TIFF/JPEG files with a resolution of 300 dpi 
at final size. For combination figures or artwork that contains both photographs and 
labels, EPS/AI/PSD files are recommended.  

Charts and line drawings should be supplied at 300 dpi. Three-dimensional graphs should 
not be used unless required to present a third dimension of data. Labels must be clearly 
legible. Colour may be used for charts; if using black and white, the charts should use a 
patterned print (not shades of grey).

Figure legends should contain the title of the figure. The title should not be placed on 
the figure. The figure legend should explain the relevant details and identify parts of the 
figure; it should not provide an interpretation of the figure. A description of all symbols and 
abbreviations used in the figure or table and any error values or bars should be defined in 
the figure legend or below the table. 

Tables and figures should be numbered in consecutive order using Arabic superscript 
numerals.

Units and Abbreviations Measurements should be in SI units where possible. The full form of the abbreviation 
must be defined on first use. Standard abbreviations are used without punctuation  
e.g. actinic keratosis would be abbreviated as AK.

Medication Names Generic names must be used; brand names may be inserted in parentheses.

Acknowledgements This section should list contributions from anyone who does not meet the criteria for 
authorship (with permission from the contributor). Examples of acknowledgements would 
include people who provided technical help or writing assistance. Any sources of funding 
should also be included. If photographs are recognisable, the authors must state that they 
have obtained permission from the patient to publish.

References All references should be numbered consecutively in order of appearance and should be as 
complete as possible. In text citations should cite references in consecutive order using 
Arabic superscript numerals.

Example in-text citation: 
Dermatology is a branch of medicine related to the diagnosis and treatment of skin 
disorders.1,2

Example journal article reference: 
1. Smith D, Jones MG, Le YV, Wang J-Y. Treatment of psoriatic lesions. J Dermatol 
2015;46:123-135.

Example book reference: 
2. Smith D, Jones AG. Cell biology. Sydney: John Wiley & Sons; 2019. 1763 p. 
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Editorial Policies and Ethical Considerations
Editorial Review and 
Acceptance

Papers will be considered for publication based on the quality and originality of the 
research, or the relevance and interest to the field of cosmetic dermatology. With the 
exception of invited articles and where otherwise stated, manuscripts are double-blind 
peer reviewed. Papers will only be sent to review if the Editor-in-Chief determines that 
the paper meets the appropriate quality and relevance requirements. The OPCD policy 
on the confidentiality of the review process is compliant with COPE’s Ethical Guidelines 
for Peer Reviewers. The Editors retain the usual right to modify the style and length of a 
contribution and to decide the time of publication. Any major changes to content will be 
agreed to by the corresponding author.

Papers should be submitted exclusively to Opinions and Procedures in Cosmetic 
Dermatology and are accepted on the understanding that they have not been and will not 
be published elsewhere.

Conflict of Interest The journal requires that all authors disclose any potential conflicts of interest, including 
any interest or relationship which may be perceived to influence the author’s opinion or 
objectivity. Examples of conflicts of interest include, patent or stock ownership, membership 
of a company board of directors, membership of an advisory board or committee for a 
company, and consultancy for or receipt of speaker’s fees from a company. The authors 
must also declare if they do not have any conflicts of interest. A statement regarding the 
conflict of interest must be included at the end of the manuscript.

Authorship The journal subscribes to the ICMJE authorship criteria, where authorship is based on the 
following 4 criteria:

	� Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, 
analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; AND

	� Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND

	� Final approval of the version to be published; AND

	� Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions 
related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately 
investigated and resolved.

Credits and  
Permissions

Clinical photographs of recognisable persons: Notice of informed consent and releases to 
publish photographs of recognisable persons (e.g., face, distinctive tattoo, etc) should be 
submitted with the manuscript. 

Non-original materials (e.g. quotations exceeding 100 words, any table or figure, including 
those that have been `adapted from’): Written permission should be submitted for use of 
non-original material from the original author and/or publisher of the original material. Credit 
the source in a text or table footnote or at the end of a figure legend, or as a reference. 

Ethics Statement For manuscripts reporting medical studies that involve human participants, a statement 
identifying the ethics committee that approved the study and confirmation that the study 
conforms to recognized standards is required, for example: Declaration of Helsinki; US 
Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects; or European Medicines Agency 
Guidelines for Good Clinical Practice. 

For manuscripts reporting medical studies on human subjects using a Health Database 
or Biobank, a statement confirming that the study complies with the World Medical 
Association’s Declaration of Taipei on Ethical Considerations regarding Health 
Databases and Biobanks is required. 

Publication Ethics This journal uses Grammarly CrossCheck software to detect instances of overlapping 
and similar text in submitted manuscripts.

www.ascd.org.au/ 
medical_journal
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Publication Process After Acceptance
Licensing and  
Copyright

When your accepted article is received by the editorial team, the corresponding author will 
be requested to sign a publication license agreement.

Proofs Once the article has been laid out, the journal will email you a PDF proof. The proof must 
be checked carefully, as the authors are responsible for all statements made, including 
any changes made during the editorial process. If possible, the proofs should be returned 
within 14 days. 

Contact Manuscript and editorial enquiries can be directed to:
Australian Society of Cosmetic Dermatologists 
editorsASCDjournal@ASCD.org.au

www.ascd.org.au/ 
medical_journal
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Thank you
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